The following questions were asked by installation residents during the Resident/Installation Townhall held on May 8, 2006, at the School Age Center. Additional questions and comments can be e-mailed to ASK-GARRISON-MANAGER@ria.army.mil. The next Resident/Installation Townhall will be held in the fall of 2006. More information on that meeting will be forthcoming.
Children & Youth Services
Q:  Is there a limit to the number of hours that children can be left home alone?

Children/youth that have completed sixth grade and a home alone class may be in “monitored self-care”.  The adult will be aware of the child’s location and activities at all times and an emergency contact will be available.  It is the parent’s responsibility to assess the child’s ability to be in monitored self care and the length of time that is appropriate for their child.  Parents must be aware of the child’s maturity level and ability to deal with emergencies.  These guidelines should not be used in lieu of common sense and good judgment.  Children with special medical or physical needs may require more direct supervision.  Teens must be 16 years of age to be left alone overnight.

Q:  Is Hourly care available?
CYS Coordinator discussed the specific family’s hourly care needs following the Town Hall Meeting.  The family was currently receiving hourly care in a Home Off Post and was looking for more hours in the Child Development Center to attend monthly Lunch and Learn Meetings and for other personal business.  The Assistant Director of the Child Development Center discussed the hourly care options with the parent; at this time her needs are being met.  

Hourly care options are available on a daily basis at the Child Development Center, in Family Child Care Homes, Back Up Care Homes and in our before- and after- school programs for School Age children/youth.  Reservations must be made at least 24 hours in advance by contacting the specific program manager.

Force Protection

Q:  Do we have a system in place for severe weather warnings?   

Yes, the weather information is received via the LEADS Police system.  The Emergency Outdoor Warning System (sirens and voice messages) are activated according to the location of the severe weather in relationship to RIA. 

 

Q:  Is there a curfew on the Island? 
Although there is no curfew, RIA Residents are required to adhere to the requirements of the Home Alone Policy which addresses parental supervisory responsibilities.
Q:  Can a location be set up where the residents could go when there is severe weather and they don’t have basements and bathrooms are too small for the whole family to gather? 
· Safety implications are such that the Arsenal’s policy is for residents to remain in their quarters.
· The National Weather Service, FEMA and the National Red Cross advise individuals to take shelter when a storm approaches due to lightening, the underrated killer.  Lightning can strike as far as 10 miles away from the rain area in a thunderstorm; that's about the distance you can hear thunder.  Therefore, traveling into the elements is far more dangerous than taking shelter in place.  
· Should a tornado develop, families without basements are to take shelter in a small, windowless, first floor, interior room like a closet or bathroom. The bathtub and commode are anchored directly into the ground, and sometimes are the only thing left in place after the tornado. Getting into the bathtub with a couch cushion over you gives you protection on all sides, as well as an extra anchor to the foundation. Plumbing pipes may or may not help hold the walls together, but all the extra framing that it takes to put a bathroom together may make a big difference. If the downstairs bathroom is too small, interior closets and/or stairwells may be the best shelter. Put as many walls as you can between yourself and the tornado. The key is pre-planning and involving the entire family with practicing the plan.

Q:  Is it required to register motorcycles?
Installation decals for motorcycles are not required.    

 

 

Garrison Manager’s Office:

Q:  Could the Community Mayors and Assistant Mayors be comprised of one officer and one enlisted?
The Community Mayoral program is designed to build unity and improve communication between the military community and the Garrison Managers Office.  Therefore, the positions should be filled by services members or their spouses.   

Q:  Can non-residents apply to be Community Mayors or Assistant Mayors?   

Yes, although procedures will need to be developed for such a mayor to communicate effectively with other non residents.. 
Public Works
Q:  Can you look into the possibility of resurfacing the tennis courts?

PW identified the requirement for repair of the tennis court several years ago, but funds available for maintenance and repair were not adequate to fund all known needs; this situation of insufficient funds continues today.  We will submit the project as an Unfunded Requirement (UFR).

Q:   Regarding the curb by 2nd stop light coming from the Moline Bridge, can the curb be painted since it juts out into the road?

The white line designates the shoulder of the road on Rodman Avenue east of East Street where there is no curb and gutter; then at the intersection of East Street and Rodman Avenue, there are curbs, and therefore the white shoulder line terminates at the beginning of the curb, and there is no shoulder west of that point.

 

